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An Account of two uncommon Mmcrsil Subftaoces, found in 

fome Coal and Iron^Mines ^England 5 4^ it toas given by 

the Intelligent and Learned Mr, JefTop of Bromhal in Torl^ 

(hire to the ingenious il/r.Lifter, and by him communicated 

to the fublifher in a letter of January 7* 1 611 

SiRy 

T Hat this Letter may be the more acceptable to you, I 
flbaJIcommetrtcate {om^ Excerpta^ taken out of the 
Lettersj, which that loquifitive and LeamMGentknianMr. 
"jefjop ispleafed ro hooour tne with. I will give^ ffaith he) the 
beft anfwer X cao in fhort to the Queftioos, you put to me io 
your laft* 

X , The fungus fubterranem^ fent you a large quantity of^ 
was gotten io a Rocky Lime-ftooe ground , 00 a Common a- 
bout two miks diftant from Cafileton in the Pcake of Darby- 
fhire, 1 5 or 1 6 yards deep Jn the Old man (as they call a Mine 
formerly wrought and ftopt up) covered with earthy that had 
cither fallen or w«s thrown in* There is no coal-bed that is 
koowQ of within five or fix miles of the place, 
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Of this FHP^guf by Mr. JeJJops prccuremect I received (faith 
Mr.Li/?er) a good quantity ; and yet I am not able tofay^ in 
what form it grows. It docs not fecm to me to have 207 coo- 
ftant (hape 5 at left the pieces thai I received are much like 
Peats or TurfFj cut up in the high rooors^both in the fooiy co- 
lour and inward ' fubftaoce i' this only is more clammy aod 
fough-and dfit-snot.Aod fome of this fuogcus fybCiancc is |e- 
ry foir aod like gtlly^ In asd about the mor^ folici pieces? ^of 
which I have fome, half a foot fquarc^) are many biglucTipsof 
BrntMrnimus fubllance^This ^il#i^^# is very iDflammable like 
Rcfiriiit is very lightjt breaks firm^and Oiioes likegoodAlocs§ 
and for coior^it is not much unlike itjfave that it is more: dark- 
colored and purpliftij yet there is muchof it of adark green 
color. We diftilPd a parcel of itj which yielded us an Acidu- 
lous limpid water ^ then% a white liquor, which was, I gtiefs. 
iron) fomc of the Oily parts precipitate. And in the iaft place, 
a copious yellow Oylj not unlike that of Sptccinum cr Pitch* 
In the neck of the Retort we could difcetu no Volatil Sak.as 
in the like procefs upon Amber. Whether this ows its Origi- 
nal to a Vegctablej or is truly a concret Mineral Juyce and a 
foffilBitume^ I forbear to determine. I haveoot readof any 
fuch fungous Earthj in which bitumen naturally grows and ad- 
heres: And the finding of it in an Old mine doth much fa? 
vour the firft opinion of being a Vegetable fubftance 5 either 
the very fubftaccc of the proppsof Wood^they make ufe of 
in Jining and fupporting the Grooves^ thus altered 5 or certain 
fungus s growing out of them. That Birch, (of which there is 
great plenty and hath been vaH: woods all thefe mountanous 
parts of Englafid over) will yield a^/>^^^« 5 as limpid as the 
fap is which runs from it by tapping, if wc nov/ had the skill 
to extraft it, Piiny is very exprefs^ /♦ 16. c^ 18. Bitumen exBe- 
tuU Galli excoquunt^ And mere-over it is certain^that much of 
that v/ood, if not all, which is dugg up in the high moors of 
Cra^oen^zud which the people there call and ufe (or Candle* 
vpood/nuo other than Birr^, as it tippears from the grain and 
bark ^ and yet this wood kindieth flames,and exudars a rofio^ 
which makes many pronounce it very Firr-vpood. Whatever 
this bitumen is, which this Fungus jubterramm yields, it much 
differs hum the As^haltum of the Shopps j and you may com- 
mand 
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Dtiand zSpmmm of it^that it may be better examia'd by more 
skilful Naturalifts. 

2. There isaoother Miacral Juyce in thcfe parts o[ Eng- 
land, which 1 have much inquired after , and have longed to 
fee 5 and now I am likely to be fatbfied^as you may fhiok by 
Mr. Jel/op^ words: Captain Wain^(^fmh he) a diligent and know- 
ing per/on in Mines, gave me a White Liquor ^ refembling Cream 
hth in colour and confijiencey which he found in great quantities 
at the bottom of a Coal-pit^ ^(^ yards deep, which Irefervefor ycu^ 
But this is not all the information that hath been givea me a- 
bout this White Liquor* Mr* George Plant on ^ a curious 2nd ve- 
ry intelligent perfcn, writes thus to me from Sheriff Hales m 
Shropflbire : Ifhall trouble you with an Obfervation^ i.latdjf met: 
with in our Iron-mines^ efpecially that which the Country people 
here call the V/hntMiuc^ which yields the be§i Iron-Sione^ The 
Miners do commonly .upon the breaking of a Stone^ meet with a 
great quantity (f a whit ifh milky Liquor ^inclo fed in the Center rf 
it ^ tkeyfomettmesfinda Hogshead contained in one cavitp lis in 
taftefweetijh 5 only it hath a Vitriolic^, and Iron^likfi twang with 

it. 

So far Mr4iL^^r and his friends, from whofe generofity we 
have received a parcel of each of thefe fubftances for fur* 

ther examination^ 

J Dejcription of certain Stones figured like Plants^ and by (ome 
Obferving men esteemed to be Plants petrified : Commumcated 
to theVublifherJ^y the fame Mr.Li{^tr:fromYoxkNov€mb.^xh^ 

SIR, 

IN this paper I fend you an Account of fome of the Parts 
of certain Stones figured like Plants | which Agricota (5'' 
Fejfilium^Qd,\h Trcchit£.^dud the conjpouod ones Entrochi 3 we 
in Englifbj St* Cutberds beads, 

Jgricola will have them akin for fubflanceto the Lapides 
judaici ^ and^ indeed;^ the(e are of an opaque and darkco* 
loured Sparr ; though I have of them from lome parts of Eng- 
land of a white Sparr or Cawk^e , as cur Miners call it • They 
ail break like Flinty pol fh: d and ftiining^ 

Put into Vin^g^T (faith he) they buble : /Itque etiam repe- 
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